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ol Lanka S chbehdénce

_I?_:'Uilding peace and freedom

for the future generations

ON this day, as we celebrate the

66th anniversary of our independ-

‘ence, we restate our commitment to

safeguard the freedom and rights of

‘our people, and decide on our future
free of dictates from the re-emerging

forces of colonialism.

With our freedom stréngthened by
the deleat of separatist terrorism, we

proceed on our journey towards
progress. This requires new social,
political and economic strategies that
include modern infrastructure such
as ports, airports, highways, power
and energy. and the latest trends in
industry, commerce and trade, and
education. While most of this is
already in place, in the new drive for
development. much more remains to
be achieved offering exciting chal-
lenges ahead.

It is our beliel that the strength of
our freedom largely depends on
developing indigenous skills and
knowledge, to restore the glories of
our past and move ahead to the
victories of the future.

As we celebrate our freedom today

we should remember with deep
gratitude the members of our secur-

- ity forces who courageously stepped

forward to defend our sovereignty
and territorial integrity when they
were under grave threat. We shall

always honour and pay tribute to the
great sacrifices they made to ensure

‘that we live in freedom and unity.

- Our policy of non-alignment, with a

eummitmanl 10 justice and humanity,
has brought us friends in the global

* community who understand our tri-

Mahindaﬁampaleee.?mﬁdontd
the Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka

als in recent decades, and who are
ready to help us go forward in
freedom with the assurance of sup-
port in international fora,

1 share your dream to strengthen
the Sri Lankan nation under a single
flag as a united country. Achieving

~ this requires hard work, with dili-

gence and honesty of purpose - it
calls for patriotism that transcends
the barriers of geography and com-
munity, with reconciliation in a rich
unity of purpose.

This will lay the foundation for the

‘success of our children and the

future generations who will inherit
this land. to live in peace and
harmony bringing the glories of new
achievements that inspire us from
our past. Let us together pledge to
build this future for our land and
people in the peace and freedom we
have won.







Cooperation: Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott being welcomed by Mr Gotabaya

Rajapaksa, Secretary Ministry of Defence and Urban Development, and Vice Admiral
Jayantha Colombage, Gofnmander'nfmg Sri Lankan Navy, at the Port of Colombo in

November, 2013.

Reflecting upon great achievements

Amessage from Prof. G.L.
of External Affairs

THE anniversary of the
66th Independence Day of

Sri Lanka is an opportune
moment for us to reflect
with a sense of gratifica-
tion upan the many things
the country has achieved
within a briefspanof time.

As al country, we are
proud of the significant
progress that has been
made SE: e the defeat of
terrorism four years ago,
and people are enjoying
peace in a united Sri
Lanka.

Over the past saveral
years, an extraordinary
development drive has
been undertaken by the
government. Numerous
mega development pro-
grams are being imple-
mented, with the con-
struction of harbours,
airports and roads bring-
ing economic develop-
ment (p rural areas and
connecting them to the
larger economic develop-
ment of the country.

The government is com-
mitted Lo ensuring that the
opportunities gained as a
result of these develop-

ments are available to all . i
communities, across the €0

country, to promote the
betterment of their lives.

Free elections have

been held in the Northern
Province, brin com-
munities into the political
process for the first time.
Internally displaced per-
sons have been able to
return to their homes and
‘been reunited with their
families, and fishing, agri-

culture and a multitude of
other industries have been
reinvigorated to provide
livelihood opportunities to
people.

The National Action
Plan of the recommenda-
tions of the Lessons Learnt
and Reconciliation Com-
mission is being imple-
mented steadily, and sub-
stantial resources are
being allocated 1o ensure
its objectives. A national
policy is underway (o
wransform the country into
a trilingual society.

The policy framework
of the government, Mahin-
da ana: The Vision
mmm lsdstealdi'aSl in

ling our development
aﬁortsa;;‘,d harnessing the
tremendous potential of
Sri Lanka. It is helping the
country to emerge as a
regional hub on aviation,
commerce, maritime and
knowledge.

With these develop-
ments, ti;:cre'asirig l}:ltl-
kages and strong growth,
Sri Lanka is a world-class
travel destination poised
to move towards being an
upper middle income

country. The climate llﬁ;]hr
5 ;

e
‘now prevailing in the
y s essential

condition for this

eiqn— poliéy and he#lthy
relati

arena, guided by prin-
ciples of non-alignment
and friendship with all.
We are steadily expanding
our diplomatic relations

Prof. G.L. Peiris.

and are opening new dip-

lomatic missions around
the world, daagfumg our
ties of friendship in the
international community.

On the international
stage, Sri Lanka hosted
the 23rd Commonwealth
Heads of Government
Meeting in November
2013 and will serve as the
Chair in Office of the Com-
monwealth for the next
two years. This evenl was
a greal opportunity for
world leaders to see the
tremendous progress and
unprecedented post-
conflict developments tak-
ing place in Sri Lanka.

At this time, | express
my gratitude to the expat-
riate community that has
continued 1o contribute
towards the development

of the country. On this

occasion, let us rededicate
ourselves to collectively
intensifying our commit-
ment towards supporting
the motherland in all chal-
lanﬁas ahead, in order to
lead the country towards a

‘brighter future.




RSPVSVUSPndcpsc,
High Commissianer for Sri
Lanka in Australia

TODAY., we celebrate
the 66th anniversary of
independence and the
national day of the Demo-
cratic Soc:a.hsl Republic
of 51'1 Lanka. On this aus-
picious day, | have great
Eleasura in extending my

eartiest greetings and
best wishes not only to
those with Sri Lankan
roots but also to all of you
who call Australia your
home and to the govern-
ment of ﬁustralia

On Fe
Sri Lanka attained its

independence from the

British rule of 150 years
and celebrates every year
with pride and honour.
Sri Lanka has now en-
tered an era of peace and
stands undivided, under
Sl sihdaty s
5 50 y an
unity as a noble nation.
We have enjoyed inde-
pendence and honourable
peace since May 2009,
achieved through many
sacrifices from our lead-
ers as well as our brave
armad forces that were
determined to unite the
couniry. Let us pay
respects in remembrance
of all those who dedicated
their lives for the cause of
- independence and peace.
Sri Lanka is a nation
with a great and ancient
civilization, characterised
by multi-ethnic, multi-
religious and multicul-
tural communities, and
our multi-party system
accommudntes ethnic and
religious diversities.

Sri Lanka's fomig Pon'-
cy has been by

nnn- nlignmem so Sri
Lanka enjoys close and

friendly relations with all
member states of the
United Nations.

Sri Lanka proudly and
successfully hosted the
23rd Commonwealth
Heads of Government
Meeting in November,
2013. It was the first
multilateral summit of

in 1976. Sri Lank

4, 1948,

this magnitude held in our
country since the Non-
Aligned Conference halig
a

looking forward to host-

ing the World Conference
on Youth in collaboration
with the UN in May, 2014,
which will be the ﬂrsl held
in Asia.

SriLanknlsnnaafthe'

few countries in the world
which has been offering
free sd‘unaﬂmi‘ﬂ%m ade
one Lo unive level and
providing \scho arships
needy students and
undergraduates. This
allows children to pursue
their education irrespect-
ive of their social or eco-
nomic background,

Sri Lanka’s accomplish-
ments in healthcare
include an infant mortal-

ity rate of 9.4 per 1000
live births, highlighted by
UNICEF as a success
story:

Sri Lanka has now en-
tered into ;. new era iof
peace an rosperit
under the ms:éjnarypfead}:
ership of His Excellency
Mahina Rnija.paksa Three
decades of brutal terror-
ism is now a closed chap-
ter in Sri Lanka’s history.

Today, the government
has enabled a rapid trans-
formation from the pre-
conflict emergency phase
to a development-
oriented phase trans-
forming Sri Lanka into an
economic centre of the
world.

The close relations Sri
Lanka and Australia

joy today were estah-
li ed in 1947, and were
further strengthaned by
the establishment of dip-
lomatic relations in 1949,
The recent visits of Hon.

Prof. G.L. Peiris, Minister

?-lf Exl?qmal A%a.trs -and
on. Namal apaksa
MP o Australia, l'jami the
supportive stance taken

by Australia at the Com-

monwealt.h Heads of Gov-
ernment Meetings in Sri
Lanka in No * 2013

are clear evidanc,e of a
strengthened bilateral

relationship between our
two countries, [ thank the

’ great and ausp|0|ous occasron

Admiral Thisarra

Samarasinghe, RSP
VSVUSPndcpac.

?nvghrument of gswggal;:

or the support ¥
t CHOGM and for the

nnpmved relationship,

Trade, investment,
tourism, education,
people-to-people contact,
and cricket are the some
of the areas which further
promote our bilateral
relations. The develop-
ment assistance and edu-
cation assistance offered
by Australia are note-
worthy and invaluable.

‘??"'&"p'irﬁ "’r”"’s"&
ant fra er for
Lanka bmi

ant market !‘ur axports
and supply of raw mater-
ial an intermediate
goods,

As we celebrate this
anniver I thank the
Consul General of New
South Wales, Consul Gen-
eral of Victoria, Honorary
Consuls. of Perth, Bris-
bane and Adelaide and
the Sri. Lankan com-
munity resi in Aus-
tralia l'or the invaluable
assistance they have
provided over many
yem

Australia to jat'n hands in
harmony and to contrib-
ute your invaluable know-
ledge to make Sri Lanka a
safe, secure and a pros-
perous nation. -

May tha lon ding
and des; {Henmn be- .
tween S Lanka and Aus-
tralia grow from strength
to strength.




